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This is what happens when you repress sexuality.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtxA0nF0kFxQr71aulFiVfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Xp9aEzhN3A&lc=UgwPFJwGxrA7CuKISWR4AaABAg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtxA0nF0kFxQr71aulFiVfg




intellectual engagement



political action & social justice

Vatican Reprimands a Group of  U.S. 

Nuns: “The Vatican has appointed an 

American bishop to rein in the largest and 

most influential group of  Catholic nuns in 

the United States…. The Vatican…said 

that…the Leadership Conference of  

Women Religious, had challenged church 

teaching on homosexuality and the male-

only priesthood, and promoted ‘radical 

feminist themes incompatible with the 

Catholic faith.’”

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/r/roman_catholic_church/index.html?inline=nyt-org




Arthurian Knights and Ladies: not as 

straightforward as it might seem !











Silence and the minstrels

Nature scolding 

Silence

The Roman de Silence by Heldris de 

Cornuailles 



Nature vs Nurture… & Reason

In her twelfth year, Nature appeared,

grumbling and complaining and blaming her. …

« I extracted the beauty of a thousand

To create your lovely appearance!

And there are a thousand women in this world

who are madly in love with you

because of the beauty they see in you –

you don’t suppose they think something’s there

that was never part of your equipment at all? …

You have no business going off into the forest,

jousting, hunting, shooting off arrows.

Desist from all of this, » said Nature,

« Go to a chamber and learn to sew! »

But then Nurture arrived on the scene… 

« I have succeeded very well

in turning a noble child into a poor male …

Nature be gone in disgrace! » …

Reason stated her case, citing examples

as to why, if he abandoned nurture

to take up the habits of nature,

it would be almost as bad 

as death. …

Silence understood very well

he had listened to bad advice

ever to think of doing away

with his good old ways

to behave in female ways.





 An interesting factoid about women and work through history

 Elite women in the Middle Ages—women of power and authority

 Elite women in the Middle Ages—self-image and identity politics

 Elite women in the Middle Ages—objects of ridicule and objectifying 

by men



Oxford University, Magdalen College Archives

Wanborough Charter 31a and Seal of  Countess Emelina of  Ulster



Oxford University, Magdalen College Archives

Wanborough Charter 30a and Seal of  Emelina Lungespeye





for the lecture series

The Medieval Then and Now: Race, Gender, and Identity

https://info.umkc.edu/mama/the-medieval-then-and-now-race-gender-and-identity/
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